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ROBERT PINSKY TO GIVE KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
 AT CC’S CORNERSTONE ARTS INITIATIVE 
 This year’s theme: ‘What’s My Line?’

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. – Jan. 13, 2015 – Former U.S. poet laureate, essayist, literary critic and translator Robert Pinsky will be the keynote speaker at Colorado College’s Cornerstone Arts Initiative, an annual event that features a week of thematically related art, performances, lectures and discussions.  Pinsky, a Pulitzer Prize nominee, winner of the Lenore Marshall Award and the Los Angeles Times Book Award, will discuss “The Mighty Line” at 7 p.m., Wednesday, Jan. 28 at the Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Arts Center, 825 N. Cascade Ave., on the Colorado College campus. Pinsky’s lecture is free and open to the public, as are all the Cornerstone Arts Week events.

This year’s theme, “What’s My Line?” explores connections between theater, dance, mathematics and visual art in a series of events running Jan. 26-31. Begun in 2002, the Cornerstone Arts Initiative is an annual program that examines a theme – posed in the form of a question – and explores that theme through a variety of artistic media.

The week’s events kick off with a gallery talk and reception on Monday, Jan. 26 and conclude with an exhibit and theater performance on Sat., Jan. 31. The theater performance, which runs Jan. 30 and 31, is an absurdist one-act drama chronicling the increasingly vicious attempts of five characters as they attempt to reach the front of a line.

Pinsky, as keynote speaker, joins a long line of  renowned Cornerstone Arts Initiative speakers, including Camille Paglia, Sandra Bernhard, David Henry Hwang, Tony Kushner, Jane Krakowski, Toni Morrison, Amy Tan, Maz Jobrani and Art Spiegelman.

Pinsky was named poet laureate in 1997, was born and raised in Long Branch, N.J. He graduated from Long Branch High School, went to college at Rutgers University, and then to Stanford University, where he held a Stegner Fellowship.

His “Selected Poems” was published in 2011. His previous books of poetry include “Gulf Music,” “Jersey Rain,” “The Want Bone” and “The Figured Wheel: New and Collected Poems 1966-1996.” His best-selling translation “The Inferno of Dante” was a Book-of-the-Month-Club Editor’s Choice and received both the Los Angeles Times Book Prize and the Harold Morton Landon Translation Award. His prose books include “The Life of David,” “The Situation of Poetry” and “The Sounds of Poetry.” The CD “PoemJazz,” with Grammy-winning pianist Laurence Hobgood, was released by Circumstantial Productions. Pinsky also has performed reading poems with Ben Allison, Bobby Bradford, Vijay Iyer, Mike Manieri, Stan Strickland and other jazz musicians.

 Among his awards and honors are the William Carlos Williams Prize, the Harold Washington Award from the City of Chicago, the Italian Premio Capri, the PEN-Volcker Award and the Korean Manhae Prize. He recently received a Lifetime Achievement Award from the PEN American Center.

The complete 2015 Cornerstone Arts Initiative schedule:
Monday, January 26 
Gallery talk and reception: "Extending the Line" Opening Reception and IDEA Cabaret — The event will feature conversations with featured artists Abbie Miller, Anne Wilson and Senga Nengudi. The choreographic collaboration HIJACK (Kristin Van Loon and Arwen Wilder) will perform site-specific dance compositions that respond to the artworks and concepts featured in "Extending the Line." 4 p.m., I.D.E.A. Space, Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Arts Center, 825 N. Cascade Ave., free 
Tuesday, January 27
Performance: "Eye Sockets/Hip Sockets" — Dance/choreography duo HIJACK (Kristin Van Loon and Arwen Wilder) reflect on the ways in which they create movement in response to visual art. 3 p.m., Screening Room, Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Arts Center, 825 N. Cascade Ave., free 
Exhibit: Reception for "Extending the Line" with Jean Gumpper and Jeanne Steiner — Jean Gumpper and Jeanne Steiner present prints and fiber arts that explore line in two and three dimensions. 4:30 p.m., Coburn Gallery, main floor of Worner Campus Center, 902 N. Cascade Ave., free 
Wednesday, January 28
Performance: Performance by HIJACK — A repeat performance by fearless and influential dance/choreography duo HIJACK, of site-specific choreography developed in response to "Extending the Line." 5:30 p.m., I.D.E.A. Space, Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Arts Center, 825 N. Cascade Ave., free 
Presentation: Keynote Presentation: "The Mighty Line" by Robert Pinsky — Former poet laureate of the United States, Pulitzer Prize nominee, winner of the Lenore Marshall Award, the Los Angeles Times Book Award, as well as the Howard Morton Landon Translation Prize for his best-selling translation of  “The Inferno of Dante,” author of “Democracy, Culture, and the Voice of Poetry,” as well as “The Figured Wheel: New And Collected Poems, 1966-1996,” lecturing as part of the Cornerstone Arts exploration of lineation on “The Mighty Line.” This is the keynote presentation for Cornerstone Arts Week. 7 p.m., Richard F. Celeste Theatre, Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Arts Center, 825 N. Cascade Ave., free 
Friday, January 30
Performance: "Line" by Israel Horovitz — "Line," by Israel Horovitz and directed by Andrew Manley, is an absurdist one-act drama chronicling the increasingly vicious attempts of five characters as they attempt to reach the front of a line. 
8 p.m., Studio B, Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Arts Center, 825 N. Cascade Ave., free 
Saturday, January 31
Exhibit: "Extending the Line" — A line represents the connection of two points in space, and as such is a basic component of representation. "Extending the Line" explores the mathematical, kinesthetic and poetic aspects of line, and considers line in multiple dimensions. "Extending the Line" will take place in Colorado College’s two campus galleries: Artists featured in IDEA Space include William Anastasi, Herbert Bayer, Mary Chenoweth, Krysten Cunningham, Sam Francis, Susan Hefuna and Luca Veggetti, Sol LeWitt, Senga Nengudi, Abbie Miller, Mark Saltz, and Anne Wilson.  The Coburn Gallery exhibition features Jean Gumpper and Jeanne Steiner. A series of drawings and prints borrowed from the collection of the Colorado Springs Fine Art Center provides the exhibition’s foundation. “Extending the Line” also will feature a live soundscape component, wherein three musicians respond to the exhibition concept and specific pieces in the show. 1 p.m., I.D.E.A. Space, Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Arts Center, 825 N. Cascade Ave., free
Performance: "Line" by Israel Horovitz — "Line," by Israel Horovitz and directed by Andrew Manley, is an absurdist one-act drama chronicling the increasingly vicious attempts of five characters as they attempt to reach the front of a line. 8 p.m., Studio B, Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Arts Center, 825 N. Cascade Ave., free
About Colorado College
Colorado College is a nationally prominent, four-year liberal arts college that was founded in Colorado Springs in 1874. The college operates on the innovative Block Plan, in which its approximately 2,000 undergraduate students study one course at a time in intensive 3½-week segments. The college also offers a master of arts in teaching degree. For more information, visit www.coloradocollege.edu
